Fundamentalism, Sectarianism, and Revolution is a major compar-
ative analysis of fundamentalist movements in cultural and polit-
ical context, with an emphasis on the contemporary scene.
Leading sociologist S. N. Eisenstadt examines the meaning of the
global rise of fundamentalism as one very forceful contemporary
response to tensions in modernity and the dynamics of civiliza-
tions. He compares modern fundamentalist movements with the
protofundamentalist movements which arose in the great “Axial
Civilizations” in pre-modern times; he shows how the great revolu-
tions in Europe which arose in connection with these movements
shaped the political and cultural programs of modernity; and he
contrasts post-World War Il Muslim, Jewish, and Protestant
fundamentalist movements with communal national movements,
notably in Asia. The central theme of the book is the distinctively
Jacobin features of fundamentalist movements and their ambiva-
lent attitude to tradition: above all their attempts to essentialize
tradition in an ideologically totalistic way.

S. N. Eisenstadt is Rose Isaacs Professor Emeritus of Sociology at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Senior Fellow, The Van
Leer Jerusalem Institute. He has served as a visiting professor at
numerous universities, including Harvard, Stanford, MIT,
Chicago, Michigan, Washington, Oslo, Zurich, and Vienna. He is
the recipient of a number of awards, among them the
International Balzan Prize in Sociology and the Mclver award of
the American Sociological Association. He is the author of
numerous books and articles; his recent publications include
Power, Trust and Meaning (1995) and Japanese Civilization (1996).
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