The Visual Grammar of Authority: Color, Spatial Position, and Power in Indian  Children’s Animation

We learn to see authority before we learn to explain it. Research on children's animation has largely examined gender through roles and narrative stereotypes but has paid limited attention to how visual form itself assigns authority prior to interpretation. This paper proposes a shift from representation to structure by asking how color and spatial positioning make some characters appear capable of leading, deciding, and resolving action in Indian children's animation. This focus is especially significant in the Indian context, where rapidly expanding children’s animation markets and high repeat viewing environments make visual patterns a central site of early social perception.
The study aims to investigate how chromatic intensity, including saturation, brightness, and stability, and spatial centrality, including screen position, visual dominance, and duration of focus, systematically aligns with narrative authority, defined as the capacity to initiate action, direct events, and produce resolution. It introduces a Chromatic-Structural Authority Model (CSAM) to examine how these elements combine into recurring visual configurations that differentiate leading, supporting, and opposing characters. The study explores whether visually saturated and centrally positioned figures are consistently associated with decision-making power, while chromatically subdued or peripheral figures are positioned as supportive or dependent. Gender is examined as an embedded dimension within this structure to assess whether authority-bearing visual configurations are unevenly distributed across gendered representations. 
Methodologically, the study adopts a structured chromatic-semiotic design based on purposive sampling of widely circulated Indian animated series. Multiple episodes will be analyzed using a systematic coding framework capturing color properties, spatial organization, and narrative function, supported by cross- text comparison, temporal consistency checks and intercoder reliability. 
Rather than making causal claims about audience effects, the study seeks to identify recurrent visual configurations through which authority is rendered perceptually stable. By formalizing these patterns through CSAM, the paper aims to contribute a transferable framework for analyzing how visual media organize authority through color and composition, with implications extending beyond animation to broader screen-based environments.
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